
TORAJA – TOURISM DESTINATION 
 

Batutumonga 

Batutumonga is a spectacular area situated on the slope of Sesean Mountain. From this 
village, one can enjoy dramatic panorama and overview Rantepao town. This area is 

especially beautiful in march or April, when the new rice is planted or in the end of July or 
August during the harvest time. There are several home stays and cafes where one can stay 
overnight with peaceful and fresh environment. Batutumonga is about 24 km from Rantepao 

at the district of Sesean Suloara and It can be reached by minibus or oto from Bolu Market 
Terminal. 

 

Panorama 
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Bori' Kalimbuang 

Bori' Kalimbuang is located about 5 km north of Rantepao at the district of Sesean. In this 
area one can see a " Rante" ( a special field for a funeral ceremony ) where " Simbuang " ( 

menhir stone) are constructed. One also can find some stoned graves behind the field. There 
are remains of a funeral ceremony as well.  

 

Bori, Sulawesi 
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Ancient stone 
megaliths 

Megaliths at Village in Tana toraja 

Buntu Pune 

Buntu Pune is situated about 3 km from Rantepao at the district of Kesu'. There are two 
Tongkonan houses in this location with six rice barns. The most important house, Tongkonan 

Kamiri', on the western side was built by a nobleman named Pong Maramba' in the beginning 
of 20th century. The Tongkonan houses in Buntu Pune are the large ones. Behind the houses, 

up on a hill, there is a small fortress. From there one can see beautiful scenery below.  
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Buntu Kalando 

Buntu Kalando is situated at the district of Sangalla', about 22 km from Rantepao. At this 

location some traditional houses (tongkonan) can be found here. They belong to the local 
king, Puang Sangalla'. There is also a small museum contains some interesting kingdom 

objects and some house hold appliances owned by the 'Puang' of Sangalla.  

Tongkonan Buntu 
Kalando 
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Lola', gelang rias 

 
 

Bolu traditional market 

Bolu is a unique Toraja's traditional public market. It is located about 1 km from the center of 
Rantepao town. Every six days, on the big market day, many buffalos and pigs are available 

for sale to those who need especially for funeral or thanksgiving ceremonies.  

Entering the cattle market  
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Toraja weekly market 
 

Galugu Dua 

Galugu Dua is a traditional village along with the traditional weaving center. It is situated at 
the district of Sa'dan, about 15 km to the north of Rantepao. 

 

 
 

Kambira 
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Kambira is situated about 19 km to the south of Rantepao in the district of Sangalla'. It can be 
reached even by walking from Sangalla'. There are a lot of baby graves ( ' liang pia ' or ' 

passiliran ' ) in the living trees.Some of the graves are hundred years old.  

Kambira 

Baby graves 

Kambira tree graves 

 

Karassik 

Karassik is located 1 km to the south of Rantepao. This is the funeral ceremony field (rante) 
for local noble family of Pong Maramba and his descendants. Natural megalith s tones 

(simbuang) can be vewed in this location.  
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Karassik 
 

Ke'te' kesu' 

Ke'te' kesu' is located about 4 km to the southeast of Rantepao in the district of kesu'. As one 
of the most popular tourist destinations, Ke'te' kesu' is enchanting with its ' tongkonan ' 

houses, rice barns ( ' alang ' ) and megalith stones set among the rice fields. There is also a 
aristocratic burial site on cliffs with hanging graves and effigies ( ' tau-tau ') located about a 
hundred meters at the rear of this village. It is also famous for its highly skill carvers and a 

good place to buy souvenirs as well.  

Cultural ceremony at Ke'te' Kesu 

Ke'te' kesu 
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Wood Carving in Ke'te' kesu 

Ke’te Kesu artisan 

Lemo 

Lemo means orange in English. It is named ' Lemo ' because the big rock hill at this site has 
an orange shape. Lemo is situated about 11 km to the south of Rantepao or about 7 km from 

the capital of tana toraja, Makale in the district of North Makale. This is a burial site on cliffs 
which belongs to ancient Torajan chieftain. Galleries of effigies ( ' tau-tau' ) guard the graves. 

Lemo stone graves 
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Stone Graves, Lemo 

Lemo 

 Traditional toraja houses 
 

Londa 

Londa is situated about 5 km to the south of Rantepao at the district of Kesu'. This is an old 
limestone cave grave which belongs to Lengkong and To' Para'pak, descendant of Tandilino, 

who made the first ' erong ' ( wooden coffin ). His offspring continues this tradition. Hanging 
effigies and a lot of 'erong' put on the ground can be found here. Some people with gas lamp 
can be hired or one can use a powerful flashlight. 
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Londa, Tana toraja 

Tombs in cliffs 

at Londa. Photo taken 
 

Coffins at Londa 
 

Lo'ko'mata 
 

Lo'ko'mata is situated on the slope of sesean mountain and it is about 27 km from Rantepao at 
the district of Sesean Suloara. Lo'ko mata is probably the largest burial site in Tana toraja 
with numerous tombs chiseled out of it. There is no effigies ( 'tau-tau' ) but there are lots of 

funeral remains. 
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Lo'ko Mata cliff graves, Tana toraja 
 

 

Rantepao 

Rantepao, a fast-developing town, is the tourist center in Tana toraja. For the 

visitors, Rantepao provides tourist information bureaus, tour operator offices, 

travel agents, souvenirs shops, restaurants, hotels, communications, internet 
cafes and so on. This pleasant town serves as the base for exploring Tana 

toraja. 

Rantepao town 

 

Tumakke 

 
Tumakke is a small village at the district of Rembon, about 10 km to the west of Makale. At 

the village one can see a distinguished traditional house. The house has roofs made of stones, 
called "papa batu". 
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